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Un Château d’Inspiration
L O C K D OW N I N S P I R E S A W O N D E R F U L P H I L A N T H RO P I C
P R O J E C T B E T W E E N A WA R B U R T O N - B A S E D C H I L D R E N ’ S
AUTHOR AND AN ENGLISH WOMAN LIVING IN A SIXTEENTH
C E N T U R Y C H ÂT E A U I N C E N T R A L F R A N C E

W

arburton author Jo Rothwell has been creating iconic children’s books for
over 15 years. Beginning with My Warburton Adventure, a book inspired
by Jo’s son, Harry, when he was a little boy, she has now written and published
16 books, and produces cards, calendars and other merchandise celebrating the
beautiful ink and watercolour illustrations painted by her husband, Bryce. The
team have worked together for many years, selling their books through retail
outlets, online, and in person through relentless rounds of summer markets,
tirelessly promoting regional tourism through children’s literature. Jo’s books
are full of fun, but she refuses to ‘dumb down’ her word choices, believing that
children should be exposed to challenging or unfamiliar vocabulary in order to
learn and encourage curiosity. She often uses artistic licence to create new words,
sometimes to enhance meaning, sometimes for the fun of it - and often the
humour reveals itself on multiple levels, so parents love reading the stories too.
During the challenges of COVID-19, Jo was also busy completing her latest
book in Rothwell Publishing’s One Yelpy Kelpie series, One Yelpy Kelpie in the
Great Western Plains Adventure, released for general sale in October 2020.
Never one to opt for an easy life, Jo was simultaneously developing an idea
sparked by another inspirational woman living thousands of kilometres away in
France. With her love of travel, Europe and quirky interiors, this latest project
combined some of Jo’s passions with a clear purpose; the story of Aloysius the
Ram at Château de Lalande was born.
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Jo has been a good friend of mine for 12 years now.
She’s a positive person who doesn’t like to focus on
herself, so this “lockdown’’ project with the team
at Château de Lalande has been driven by a lived
experience that has fuelled her desire to help others.
For the last nine years Jo has dealt with breast cancer
which metastasised and spread to her thyroid and lungs.
Her cancer was diagnosed as Stage 4, and incurable, in
2015. Over these years I have witnessed her strength and
courage dealing with hours of surgeries and ongoing
treatment, sometimes with horrid side-effects. Some
days she accepts that she feels rotten, not much will
happen - she just needs to get through the day. Most
days she just carries on and refuses to let cancer
define her life. Jo has learned to listen to her body, and
is surrounded by family that are happy to help with the
physical demands of markets where she sells her books,
but she still works hard. She is the most productive
person I know and, despite her health challenges,
has continued to write and create prolifically over the
last few years.
Jo’s life has always been full of adventure and creativity.
Over the years I’ve known her she never fails to surprise
me with her stories, often hilarious and sometimes
shocking. A natural storyteller, she has filled my
imagination with images of her life in the outback,
her time in Italy as a nanny, her days as a Contiki tour
guide and her life as a librarian at Lincoln Institute of
Health Sciences in the 1980s - that’s just a handful of
the experiences that have shaped her life. She’s stayed
connected to so many of the people that have been
part of these experiences and is always the person that
brings people together.
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Image: Jo at home in 2020

Image: Thor the Peacock as featured in the book and,
right, in his natural habitat.
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Likely to go to extremes to make an occasion into ‘a real
occasion’, she’s been known to cover her loungeroom
floor in sand, and drape fabrics, Arabian-Nights style,
to create a desert backdrop for a murder-mystery
extravaganza. That is just one example - there are
hundreds more. A natural entertainer, she prepares and
cooks way more delicious food than anyone can ever
eat, and I don’t recall the drinks ever running dry. Often
Jo writes hilarious poems for birthdays or anniversaries,
and invents crazy games. She loves a good party. It is this
spirit of adventure and her ability to embrace life as it
evolves that underpins all Jo does.
With her remarkable ability to look beyond her own
challenges, Jo undertook this philanthropic project to
raise money for research into paediatric brain cancer,
the biggest cause of childhood mortality in Australia.
She says, “My own cancer experience has taught me
many things - above all, to be grateful. I understand
what it is like to be in constant treatment and know the
devastation in being told that your life will be shortened.
Even with my own experience, I cannot imagine how
difficult and devastating brain cancer would be to a child,
or their family. We all deserve the simple privilege of
being a child.”

“My own cancer experience has
taught me many things - above
all, to be grateful...”
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The inspiration behind the story is Château de Lalande,
a 16th century chateau located in central France,
owned and renovated by the flamboyant Englishwoman
Stephanie Jarvis. It has been featured in the TV series
‘Escape to the Château DIY’, and is the source of
Stephanie’s popular YouTube channel, ‘The Château
Diaries’. Jo describes how the project evolved, “I had
already been quite the fan of ‘Escape to the Château’,
so mid-March, when Covid hit and lockdown was
compulsory, I found myself validating the time I spent
obsessed with French Château renovations. From there I
discovered Stephanie’s vlogs and regularly found myself
living vicariously, nestled on a shelf between Limoges
porcelain teacups or peering out from behind toile de
jouy curtains from where I discovered the laughter and
life of Château de Lalande.”

Image: Aloysius the real, and Aloysius the watercolour

One of the real-life inhabitants of the Château is a
ram named Aloysius (pronuounced Allo-ishus) whose
boisterous attitude and rampaging ways inspired the
actual story, beautifully illustrated in ink and watercolour
by Bryce, and written (like all Jo’s stories) in rhyme.
Jo explains, “I spend many, many hours searching for the
perfect word or sentence to pull the story together. Of
course it is not good enough to simply find a word that
rhymes, the story also needs to have a flow and a rhythm
and above all be entertaining to children.”
She originally sent the story as a prototype, illustrations
not yet completed, to Stephanie who read it on her vlog,
much to the delight of the residents of the Château
and their adoring fans. The story includes many of the
residents of the Château, as Aloysius causes chaos
running amok. Jo describes the tale; “So from laundry
to teapots, crowns and Picassos, nothing is safe when
Aloysius crashes by. This book, like my other books, is
produced with one aim in mind - that a child will step
aside from reality and into the world of imagination.”
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Image: Stephanie Jarvis inside Château de Lalande
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“This book was always about giving...”
The fantastic public response created a real incentive to go ahead and publish
the story. Jo explains, “With illustrations completed, and with Stephanie’s
endorsement and collaboration, that is what I did.” The project gained
momentum and Stephanie Jarvis gave her full support. “This book was always
about giving, and so it was an easy decision for myself and Stephanie to agree to
donate the profits to a charity and particularly a charity that could help children.”
Profits from this book will go to the Robert Connor Dawes Foundation and to the
Peace of Mind Foundation. RCD Foundation contributes funds to both Australian
and international paediatric brain cancer research. The Peace of Mind Foundation
assists families in providing emotional and financial support through their
experience with cancer.
Always positive in spirit, this project has generated a spectrum of emotions for Jo.
There is a stark contrast between the frivolity and lightness of life at the Château,
captured in an entertaining children’s book, and the reality faced by children and
their families dealing with brain cancer. Her own experience of cancer explains
the empathy she feels for these families, but she sees that everyone’s experience
is completely different. For her, focusing outwards and (in her words), “chasing
normal” are an important way to counteract the power of a label given to this
life-changing illness. For Jo, there is nothing more important than friends, family,
her much loved Golden Retriever’s Mulligan and Marley, and her ability to inspire
the imaginations of the next generation. Aloysius the Ram at Château de Lalande
is one of lockdown’s beautiful outcomes, and has fostered a philanthropic
partnership that spans the hemispheres.
Aloysius the Ram at Château de Lalande
retails for $15 and is available at
www.rothwellpublishing.com
Profits will go to www.rcdfoundation.org &
www.peaceofmindfoundation.org.au
Château de Lalande
www.chateaudelalande.com

Top left: Mulligan, one of Jo’s beloved dogs. Top right: Jo’s husband Bryce and one of the books beautiful illustration’s.
Below: Flowers on the table at Château de Lalande.
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